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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please replace the previous claims with the following claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A method for placing virtual objects in virtual object 
locations in a video program at a viewer's terminal u sing a tolovision delivery 
system, comprising: 

receivin g^! i t U i u l ul o v l o l on do l iv n ry Ty n tom, ono or more a plurality o f 
virtual objects for use with one or more of the virtual object locations in the video 
pmq ram wherein tha nluralitv of v i rtual objects comprises first virtual object s 
intended for the viewer's terminal and sec o nd virtual objects intended for other 
terminals : 

storing the plurality of virtual objects in the viewer's terminals; 
wrehilng a arouo assignment matrix and a retrie val plan for the viewer's 

terminal and the other terminals: 

minting the retrieval olan at the viewer's termi nal to instruct, based on the 
g miin assignment matrix, the viewer's term inal to select one or more of the 
plurality of virtual objects: and 

inserting the selected one or more of the received plurality of virtual objects 
into one or more of the virtual object locations during a display or storage of the 
video program at the viewer's terminal. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of inserting comprises: 
selecting a specific virtual object from the one or more virtual objects. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, further comprising recording virtual 
objects watched data at the viewer's terminal. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 3, further comprising 
adjusting the selecting step based on the recorded virtual objects watched data. 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
receiving updated virtual objects at the viewer's terminal; and 
storing the updated virtual objects in the viewer's terminal. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein at least one virtual object is an 
interactive virtual object including a link to a location remote from the viewer's 
terminal, further comprising: 

receiving an activation of the interactive virtual object; and 
connecting the viewer's terminal to the remote location. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the remote location is an 
Internet web site. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the viewer's terminal is one of a 
set top terminal, a television, a personal computer, a satellite television receiver, 
a wireless telephone, an electronic book reader, and a PDA device. 

9. (currently amended) A television delivery syst e m terminal that receives 
virtual objects and video programs having virtual object locations and places the 
virtual objects into the video programs, comprising: 

a receiver that receives the a plurality of virtual objects from tho televisio n 
delivery oyotem and the video programs the plurality of virtual objects comprising 
first virtual nhiects targeted for the terminal and se cond virtual objects targeted 
for other terminals, wherein the receiver fu rther receives a retrieval plan and_a 
oroup asslonment matrix for the ter minal and the other terminals; 
a memory that stores the plurality of virtual objects; and 
a processor that executes the retrieval pla n that instructs, based on the. 
nroup assignment matrix, the viewer's t erminal to select one or more of the 
plurality of virtual objects, wherein the p rocessor further inserts the selected one 
or more of the plurality of virtual objects into the virtual object locations during a 
display of the video programs. 
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10. (Original) The terminal of claim 9, wherein the video programs include a 
virtual object placement plan, the processor comprising a comparison module 
that compares the virtual object placement plan and the stored virtual objects to 
determine a specific virtual object for placement in a specific virtual object 
location. 

1 1 . (Original) The terminal of claim 1 0, wherein the virtual object placement 
plan is stored in the memory. 

1 2. (Original) The terminal of claim 9, wherein the receiver receives updated 
virtual objects and the memory stores the updated virtual objects. 

1 3. (Original) The terminal of claim 9, wherein the processor comprises a 
virtual objects watched module that determines virtual objects watched at the 
terminal, the virtual objects watched data stored in the memory. 

14. (Original) The terminal of claim 13, wherein the processor adjusts the 
virtual object placement plan based on the stored virtual objects viewed data. 

1 5. (Original) The terminal of claim 9. wherein one or more virtual objects are 
interactive virtual objects, the interactive virtual objects including a link from the 
terminal to a remote location. 

1 6. (Original) The terminal of daim 1 5, wherein the remote location is an 
Internet web site. 

1 7. (Original) The terminal of claim 9, wherein the terminal is one of a set top 
terminal, a television, a personal computer, a satellite television receiver, a 
wireless telephone, and electronic book reader, and a PDA device. 
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1 8. (currently amended) A method for placing virtual objects into video 
programs at a viewer's terminal of a television delivery cyc to m , comprising: 

receiving Plurality of ono or more virtual objects fromtho to l ovH n n 
f1n|iynr .. rr , ^ first virtual ohieots intended for the viewer's terminal 

and second virtual objects i ntended for other terminals; 

storing the received pJura!ity_of virtual objects; 

receiving a video program including one or more virtual object locations, 
the video program including virtual object information for placement of virtual 
objects Into the video program; 

, h,.n n a r r,u D assign m ent matrix and * p,an fqrthe viewer ~ S 

terminal and the other terminals; 

Q y 0 r..tinn the retrie val nlan at the viewer's terminal to instruct, based on 
the group ass ig nment matrix, the viewers terminal to select one or more of the 
plurality of virtual nhiects. whe rein the executinn steo includes comparing the 
virtual object information and the received virtual objects to select virtual objects 
for placement In the virtual object locations; and 

Inserting the selected virtual objects into the virtual object locations. 

1 9. (Original) The method of claim 1 8, wherein a viewer receives virtual 
objects for display based on viewer information including one or more of 
programs watched data, virtual objects watched data, viewer demographic data, 
and viewer entered data. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 1 8. further comprising: 

gathering virtual objects watched data and programs watched data; and 
storing the virtual objects watched data and the programs watched data in 
the viewer's terminal. 

21 . (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein the video program is stored 
and the inserting step occurs while the video program is stored. 
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22. (currently amended) A method for placing virtual objects into video 
programs at a viewer's terminal of a tclov i oion dolivory system , comprising: 

receiving iyu^w&w^ virtual objects fr om the tolovipi n n 

lin|i .. rr/ , y , t pri ein n w virtue objects intended for the viewers terminal 

anri second vlrt " ^| "Hieets intended for other terminals ; 

receiving a video program including one or more virtual object locations, 
the video program including virtual object information for placement of virtual 

objects into the video program; 

: ^ Q ;win n * n m.ir> assign m ent matrix and a retrieval plan for the viewer's 

terminal and the other terminals; 

antin g thft retrieval pl«n at the viewer's terminal to inst ruct, based on 
the nrnup assignment matrix, the vi e wers t erminal to select one or more of the 
plurality of virtual nhiects. whe rein the executing step includes comparing the 
virtual object Information and the received virtual objects to select virtual objects 
for placement in the virtual object locations; and 

inserting the selected virtual objects into the virtual object locations. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 22, further comprising storing the received 
one or more virtual objects in the viewer's terminal. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein the video program is stored in 
the viewer's terminal, and wherein the inserting step occurs during storage ofthe 
video program. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein the inserting step occurs 
during a display ofthe video program. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein the inserting step occurs 
during receipt of the video program. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein the video program is 
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displayed multiple times at the viewer's terminal, and wherein virtual objects 
inserted into the video object locations vary with one or more of the multiple 
displays of the video program. 
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